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INTRODUCTION 

 

¢ƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŦǊŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9¦ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ά/ƛǊŎǳƭŀǊ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅ ƛƴ ²ƻƻŘŜƴ 
/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴέ ό²ƻƻŘ ƛƴ /ƛǊŎƭŜύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƛƳǎ ŀǘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ-centered 
transdisciplinary education in circular economy-based wooden construction to postgraduate 
students across the European countries (https://woodincircle.eu/). 

 

Objectives of the project: 

V To integrate innovative student-centered phenomenon based, research based, blended 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎΦ 

V To develop a new course, educate and involve postgraduate students and teachers in 
scientific research on the whole life cycle of wooden construction. 

V To ensure strategic transdisciplinary transnational cooperation among higher education 
institutions and business enterprises in development of new learning methodology and the 
course. 

V To increase academic and public awareness and promote sustainability and circular 
economy in construction sector. 
 

The European Commission's support for the production of this report does not constitute an 
endorsement of the contents, which reflect the views only of the authors, and the Commission 
cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein. 

The aim of this case study report is to provide an overview on how Padasjoki Mill area could be 
renewed both from the perspectives of urban and social regeneration. In this report, these terms 
may be used interchangeably.   

According to Ginsburg (1999) urban regeneration is a policy, which has been dominated by property 
development and economic forces and is therefore ignored as an element of social policy. Social 
regeneration is understood as appropriate delivery of welfare services in poor neighbourhoods and 
the improvement of local communities in regeneration processes.  According to Roberts & Sykes 
(2000) Urban regeneration involves the process of remaking places. In this process, regeneration 
initiatives are planned to improve the physical conditions of places, increase economic growth and 
environmental sustainability, in order to facilitate better social life for people. 

Ginsburg (1999) names four theme areas which should be analysed, if we want ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ άǎƻŎƛŀƭέ 
in urban regeneration policy. First, the area should be examined through improved delivery of and 
access to social housing, health care, education, social care, benefits and employment training 
services. Secondly, we should pay attention to how participation and empowerment of local 
communities in urban regeneration activities. Thirdly, it is important to make an investment in and 
facilitation of civil society, social capital, community capacities I.e. building of social trust and 
support of local associational activity. The fourth view is giving voice to and addressing the needs of 
those who are frequently unheard in processes of consultation and participation. These kinds of 
groups can include for example single parents, disabled people and ethnic groups.   

 

https://woodincircle.eu/
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Figure 1. Relationship between urban and social regeneration 

 

It appears, as social regeneration is and emerging concept to urban regeneration. They should 
function in interaction with one another, hence physical environment is renewed for the sake of 
users, for people to create social interaction in the built environment. Social regeneration cannot 
function alone, as it is dependent on physical premises. In this study, we look at in practice how 
these are seen by users at Padasjoki Mill area. 
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1. DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA  

1.1. Location  

Padasjoki is a small municipality of  2800 citizens at tŅƛƧŅǘ-IŅƳŜ province 
(https://www.padasjoki.fi/fi). 
 

The maps are shown in Figures 2 and 3. The Old Sawmill Area to be analyzed in this case is shown in 
Figure 3. 
 

 

Figure 2. Padasjoki map (1) 

https://www.padasjoki.fi/fi


ERASMUS + Action KA2: Cooperation for Innovation and The Exchange of good practices.  
Strategic Partnerships 

 
Circular Economy in Wooden Construction (Wood in Circle) 

 

  6 

 
Figure 3. Padasjoki map (2) 

 

 
 

Figure 4. The Old Sawmill Area 

 

Current Zoning / Land use is depicted in Figure 5. Future development of the area, objectives are 
showen in Figure 6. 
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Figure 5. Current Zoning / Land use 

 

Figure 6. Future development of the area, objectives 
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1.2. History  

Mainiemi double-ring steam sawmill was founded in 1880 by the manor owners of the region .The 
land for the sawmill was purchased from Brusila and with the sale, the buildings and furniture in the 
area were moved to ŀ ƴŜǿ ŦŀǊƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά{ŀǿƳƛƭƭέΦ wǳƳǇǇƛ ōŀȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿŀǘŜǊ Ǉƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƎǎ 
which were transported to the mill area using tugboats. 

The founding members of the sawmill operated the sawmill until 1909. The owner of the farm, A. 
V. Nieminen, bought the sawmill in 1909. In 1910 he had to rebuild a sawmill completely destroyed 
by fire. U. Nieminen inherited the sawmill in 1919. Due to the minority of the heir, the sawmill was 
placed in the care of a guardian. 

Even later, U. Nieminen was not particularly interested in the sawmill's affairs and was gradually 
turned into such a bad position that it was forcibly turned into a public limited company around 
1929, Mainiemi Sawmill Limited Liability Company. Although the sawmill's difficulties accumulated 
during U. Nieminen's ownership period, there was reform at the time. During his time, the sawmill's 
new office building was completed, workers' dwellings and a new power plant (1923). Severe 
years(Pula-aika) of shortage plagued the newly established sawmill so bad that the sawmill was 
closed for two years. 

The sawmill resumed operations in 1932. With the recovery, the sawmill underwent renovations 
aƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǊƛƴƎόƪŜƘŅύΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǇƭŀƴƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŀ ŘǊȅƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ 
ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άǘŀǇǇŜŘέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
boardyard to dry. The sawmill caught fire in 1936 a fire which, fortunately, was confined to the 
boardyard. The buildings were not destroyed. 

The blow to the entire Padasjoki Municipality was the bankruptcy of the sawmill in 1963. The 
sawmill would have required modernization of the machinery and greater interest from 
shareholders to continue operations. 

In the bankruptcy auction, the sawmill area and its properties were transferred to M. Mertasalmi. 
Afterwards, some of the buildings have housed plastics, wood and metal companies and boat 
maintenance operations. After the areas became the property of the Padasjoki municipality. 

1.3. Buildings and their current state  

 

Mainiemi Sawmill area is one of the few such environments in Finland which still consists steam 
engine equipment and large number of buildings from the era (see Figure 7). The most important 
cultural historic buildings are protected by urban area plan eg. Konttoripytinki, Valkoinen pytinki, 
±ƻƛƳŀƭŀƛǘƻǎΣ {ŀƘŀǊŀƪŜƴƴǳǎ ŀƴŘ IǀȅƭŅŅƳǀΦ 
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Figure 7. Mainiemi saw mill area 1950 

 

Current state and function of existing buildings 

Sawmill/Saharakennus (Figure 8). 

 

Figure 8. Sawmill/Saharakennus 

 

Current use: partly as warehouse, mostly empty 
























